
Evaluation of energy efficiency
policies in Sweden
EPATEE 

13 March 2018



Policy evaluation practices

• A couple of decades ago, evaluation was common
• Due to disappointments of not being able to produce reliable

quantitative results, for several years practically no evaluations
were made in the field of energy efficiency policy

• But lack of evaluations made it difficult to assess policies
• Now evaluations are very common, but with the insight that

evaluation has to be built-in into policies from the beginning, 
meaning it has to be a part of the design of any policy



Prioritizing evaluation efforts

• Depending on the scope and character of an energy efficiency
policy instrument, the evaluation method applied takes this into
account. Some policies can be evaluated in quantitative terms, but
far from all. 

• Sometimes a qualitative evaluation method is more suitable, as is 
often the case with information campaigns.



Some examples

• Between 2004 and 2014 there was a major policy instrument for 
energy efficiency in large industries. However, as no evaluation
method was built into the design, this resulted in several
evaluations, with results pointing in different directions. 

• A policy instrument called technology procurement groups can be 
assessed in terms of market impact.

• Municipal energy adviors are a ”soft” instrument which requires an 
evaluation to take into account several qualitative aspects.



Main aspects and issues

• From a Swedish viewpoint, the most important single aspect is to 
be aware already in the planning phase how to evaluate.

• A consequence of such a practise is that it supports being able to 
etablish reliable quantitative data.



Further challenges

• It could be worth analyzing how to be able to develop methods
which allow for reasonably comparable results.

• Of course, a single method can not be applied to different policies, 
but how could comparability be enhanced?

• This issue could be discussed on an international level, too.


